
Sociology Honors Program (SHP) 
CSU-Long Beach

Background: The old standard for “graduating with honors” from the sociology department was a 
minimum GPA and membership in the honors society, AKD. However, while both were 
commendable goals, neither reflected the best skills or abilities of our most outstanding majors. 
The Sociology Honors Program (SHP) was created to more properly prepare our best majors 
with the kinds of independent research skills that seemed befitting of truly graduating with 
honors.

The SHP was designed to benefit both aspiring graduate students and those hoping to apply 
critical research and writing abilities to the non-profit, public or private sector. While our 
methods and theory series do much of that work, there's only so much one can get accomplished 
in one semester and the SHP’s multi-semester structure offers specialized training beyond what 
the average sociology major receives without adding an additional burden towards graduation 
requirements.

There is no "one" reason why someone would want to enroll in the SHP. For some, they want to 
graduate with honors. For others, it's prep for grad school. Or maybe you love doing research and 
want more experience in it. Whatever your motivation, the SHP offers an opportunity to pursue 
one or all these goals, working in both small seminar and one-on-one settings, receiving training 
in not just research, but also thesis writing, proposal preparation and conference presentations.

Enrollment requirements:
*3.5 GPA in sociology, 3.2 GPA overall1 

*Completion of the four core lower division sociology courses: 100, 142, 250, 260 
*Completion or or concurrent enrollment in Sociology 355 (Quantitative Methods) or 356 
(Qualitative Methods).

Applicants will also need to fill out a separate application form accompanied by: 
*Personal statement 
*Faculty reference contact2

1 The GPA requirement can be waived depending on circumstance.

2 Letters of  recommendation are not required (though accepted). However, each applicant must list at least one faculty 
member who is willing to speak to your aptitude for the program. 



Completion requirements:
*6 units (split across two semesters) of the Sociology Honors Thesis Seminar (488H & 489H).3

*A senior's thesis to be evaluated by the SHP committee.

Questions?
Please contact Dr. Oliver Wang at o.wang@csulb.edu. 
More info: http://soc-honors.blogspot.com.

3 All 9 units can count towards your overall major requirements. For example, instead of  the 6 units of  elective courses 
you are expected to take for the BA, your enrollment in the Honors Thesis Seminar both semesters would fulfill that 
requirement as well. If  you choose a concentration course as your Special Topics Seminar, it will still count towards your 
concentration.
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